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The purpose of this note is to report the recent capture of one 
specimen of Allosquilla africana (Manning, 1970) from North Tyrrhenian 
Sea (western Mediterranean). The records of the species until now are 
off Niger delta (eastern Atlantic) and in the central Adriatic Sea 
(Mediterranean Sea) (MANNING, 1977; MANNING & FROGLIA, 1979; 
STEVCIC, 1979; FROGLIA & MANNING, 1986). 


MATERIAL: one male was collected in a trawl haul made between 
6.40 a.m. and 10.20, the 11th May 1995, in the North Tyrrhenian Sea 
(between Giglio and Montecristo Islands); shot: Lat. 42°15,53' N, Long. 
10°46,41' E, hauled: Lat. 42°24,21' N, Long. 10°35,85' E; depth 390- 
442 m, muddy bottom, M. Mori, leg. The specimen is deposited in the 
Mori's personal collection. 


The specimen is lacking the left raptorial claw. Its morphology 
agrees with the descriptions provided by MANNING (1977) and FROGLIA 
& MANNING (1989) but the intermediate denticles in the telson are 
lacking (Fig. 1). The colour in live was light cream with numerous little 
brown cromathophores located on all the surface of the body. 


Measurements in mm taken in accordance with the ones used by 


(D Dipartimento di Scienze dell'Ambiente e del Territorio dell'Università, 
Via A. Volta 6, 56100 Pisa 
(**) Istituto di Anatomia Comparata dell'Università, Viale Benedetto XV 5, 16132 Genova 


Annali del Mus. Civ. St. Nat. "G. Doria", Vol. XC 
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Fig. 1 -  Allosquilla africana, male, North Tyrrhenian Sea (western Mediterranean): a) 
front; b) raptorial claw; c) telson, dorsal view; d) telson, ventral view. Scale = 
4.0 mm. 


MANNING (1969); total length 53; carapace length 10.6; cornea width 
3.2; rostral plate length 2; rostral plate width 2.6; antennular peduncle 
length 3.2; antennular scale length 3.4; propodus length of the raptorial 
claw 10.5; fifth abdominal somite width 11.4; telson length 5.2; telson 
width 9.1. 


SPECIES AND NUMBER OBTAINED FROM THE TRAWL HAUL THAT YELDED 
THE SPECIMEN OF A. Africana: Alpheus glaber (2); Chlorotocus crassicornis 
(70); Calocaris macandreae (5); Goneplax rhomboides (20); Munida 
intermedia (30); Munida tenuimana (31); Macropipus tuberculatus (3); 
Nephrops norvegicus (418); Plesionika antigat (6); Processa canaliculata 
(2); Philocheras echinulatus (3); Plesionika edwardsii (53); Plesionika 
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gigliolii (220); Pontocaris lacazei (1); Parapenaeus longirostris (21); 
Pastphea multidentata (1); Pasiphaea sivado (1000), Rissoides pallidus 
(18); Solenocera membranacea (30). 


REMARKS: the records of this species are sublittorals, ranged from 
130 to 222 m depth (MANNING & FROGLIA, 1979; STEVciC, 1979; FROGLIA 
& MANNING, 1986). The present specimen, the fourth known of the 
species, constitutes the deeper records of Allosguilla africana. In the 
last ten years we have performed about three hundred fifty hours of 
trawling in the southern Archipelag Tuscany (western Mediterranean), 
but no individual of such species was caught (DE RANIERI & MORI, 
1991; 1994). This fact suggests that the Tyrrhenian population of A. 
africana is scarse. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


We wish to thank the crew of M/T "Francesco Padre" (Mr. Giovanni, Pippo 
and Aldo Sclano) for their valuable help and cooperation. The individual was collected 
during the research program "Nemed" funded by CEE. 


RIASSUNTO 


Allosquilla africana (Manning, 1970) è una rara specie di stomatopode trovata 
fino ad ora al largo del delta del Niger (Atlantico) e nell'Adriatico centrale (Medi- 
terraneo centrale). La sua presenza nel Tirreno settentrionale (Mediterraneo occiden- 
tale) viene ora segnalata per la prima volta sulla base di un maschio raccolto con rete 
a strascico su un fondo fangoso a una profondita compresa tra 390 e 442 m. 


SUMMARY 


The mantis shrimp AJdlosguilla africana, a rare stomatopod collected until now 
off Niger delta (eastern Atlantic) and in the central Adriatic Sea (Mediterranean Sea), 
is reported for the first time in North Tyrrhenian Sea (western Mediterranean) on 
the basis of one male collected by trawling on a muddy bottom at a depth range of 
390-442 m. 


S. DE RANIERI & M. MORI 


REFERENCES 


De Ranieri S., Mort M., 1991 - Stomatopoda Squillaidae collected in the Northern 
Tyrrhenian Sea. Crustaceana, 60: 218-222. 


De Ranieri S., Mori M., 1994 - New records of Parasquilla ferussaci (Roux) off the 
North Tyrrhenian Sea. Doriana, 6 (284): 1-5. 

FROGLIA C., MANNING R.B., 1986 - Notes on the species of Allosquilla and Platysquilloides 
(Crustacea, Stomatopoda). Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 99: 261-265. 


FrocLIA C., MANNING R.B., 1989 - Checklist and key to adult mediterranean stomatopod 
Crustacea. pp. 265-273. In: Biology of Stomatopods. E. A. Ferrero (ed.). Selected 
Symposia and Monographs U.Z.I., 3, Mucchi, Modena. 


MANNING R.B., 1969 - Stomatopod Crustacea of the Western Atlantic. Stud. Trop. 
Oceanogr, 8: 1-380. 

MANNING R.B., 1977 - A monograph of the West African stomatopod Crustacea. 
Atlantide Rep., 12: 25-181. 


MANNING R.B., Frosa C., 1979 - Description of a new Allosquilla with notes on 
other Adriatic stomatopod Crustacea. Quad. Lab. Tecnol. Pesca, Ancona, 2: 170- 


190. l 
STEVCIC Z., 1979 - Vabici (Stomatopoda) Jadrana. Pom. Zborník, 17: 639-651. (non 
vidimus). 


Tipi e Stampa: ERGA Edizioni - Via Biga 52 r. (canc.) - 16144 Genova 


